
 Despite the weather the International 
Shipwreck Conference was a great  
success once again, and the credit for 
this must go to the members of the 
IMASS Committee who put in a  
tremendous effort every year in the 
planning, organisation and running of 
the Conference. A big thank you to the 

Committee, namely: Steve Roue; Paul Dart; Allen 
Murray; Peter Holt; Martin Read; Jon Parlour and out 
Treasurer Nick Nutt. 
The number attending were down due to the weather but 
the 150 brave people who attended were treated to a fine 
array of speakers. Only one speaker was unable to get to 
Plymouth due to road conditions.  

From a financial point we would have lost money were it 
not for the generosity of many of the speakers who gave 
of their services free, plus the skill of our treasurer Nick 
Nutt who negotiated the best possible terms with the Uni-
versity for use of the premises and equipment.  

 

�& �+ �$ �, �5 �0 �$ �1 �· �6 �� �5 �( �3 �2 �5 �7 

�3 �5 �( �6 �, �' �( �1 �7 �· �6 �� �& �2 �0 �0 �( �1 �7 �6 

Congratulations to all members of 
IMASS for yet another successful 
Conference, also to Neville  
Oldham, our Chairman, who 
richly deserves his recent nomina-
tion for the 'Champion of England 
Award'. This award in run by 
brewer Wells Bombardier, in  
association with English Heritage 

and it was EH that put forward Neville's name as a  
potential candidate. He has been diving for 50 years, 
and was the founder member of the Bigbury Bay  
Investigation Team, which later developed into the 
South-West Marine Archaeological Group. Sites located 
and worked by the team now include five Protected 
Wrecks, the Erme Estuary cannon site(1632); the Erme 
Ingot site (c1000BC); the Salcombe Cannon site (1635) 
and the Salcombe Bronze Age site (c3000BC) and Moor 
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organise and run our annual Conference at Plymouth - is 
there no stopping this man! 
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The 27th Interna-
tional Shipwreck 
Conference took 
place on Saturday 
7th February in the 
Robbins Centre, 
Plymouth Univer-
sity, with some 
150 delegates  

attending from all over the country. 
Seven speakers gave excellent  
presentations, ranging from 'Recent 
finds in the English Channel', 'The 
discovery of the wreck of HMAS 
Sydney'; 'Deep wreck exploration 
off the Lebanon and HM. Battleship 
Victoria', to the largest marine ar-
chaeological excavation project 
ever undertaken, the Turkish 
'Yenikapa Byzantine Shipwrecks' 
site at the old port of  
Constantinople.  
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